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Australia receives fiber optic cables

Overview
Australia's fibre backbone race picks up speed Microsoft has agreed to be the first
customer for the new network, which will intersect with Telstra's subse.

Key Takeaways
Australia receives international and domestic fibre optic connectivity through a
network of subsea and onshore cables, linking it to the US, Pacific islands, and Asia,
with ongoing expansions to support AI, cloud services, and disaster
resilience.Historical and Current Subsea Cables

Australia's international connectivity began with the ANZCAN submarine cable in
1984, linking Australia to New Zealand, Canada, and beyond, initially supporting
analog communications with 1,380 voice circuits . Fibre optic technology replaced
analog systems in the 1990s, dramatically increasing capacity and reliability. The SX
NEXT cable, launched in 2022, provides a direct subsea link from Australia to the
United States with speeds up to 72 terabytes per second, benefiting consumers,
businesses, and Pacific neighbours .

Recent and Domestic Developments

The SMAP system is a major domestic and international fibre project connecting
Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, and Perth, with subsea links to the US, Singapore, and
India. It offers a total data transfer capacity of 400 terabits per second, supporting AI,
cloud services, and critical infrastructure such as emergency operations and
transport systems . SUBCO, an Australian-owned company, is actively laying over
5,000 km of fibre infrastructure using the cable-laying ship Ile d'Yeu .
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Future Projects

Australia is planning the APX East cable, expected to be operational by late 2028,
which will be the first direct subsea link to the US without landing in other
jurisdictions. This cable will provide the lowest latency route for AI-related workloads
and enhance security and resilience through single-end power feeding . Additionally,
the Coral Sea Cable links Sydney to Honiara and Port Moresby, reflecting Australia's
strategic investment in secure digital infrastructure for Pacific island countries .

Strategic and Environmental Considerations

Australia's fibre optic network is not only about speed and capacity but also resilience
and environmental responsibility. Subsea cables are carefully routed to avoid coral
reefs and fish nurseries, and retired cables are recycled for copper, steel, and
polyethylene . Government initiatives, such as the Pacific Step Up and the Australian
Infrastructure Financing Facility for the Pacific, support secure and sustainable digital
connectivity in the region .

Summary

Australia's fibre optic infrastructure combines historical legacy systems, modern high-
capacity subsea cables, and ambitious future projects to ensure robust international
connectivity, low-latency links, and support for emerging technologies. These
developments enhance digital services, disaster resilience, and regional influence,
while maintaining environmental and strategic safeguards.
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Microsoft has agreed to be the first customer for the new network, which will
intersect with Telstra''s subsea cables

Pacific Fibre

The Pacific Fibre cable is a new 12,750km (7,920 miles) trans-pacific subsea fiber
optic cable linking Australia, New Zealand and the

Our big build to connect Australia''s future

We are well underway with the process of planning, trenching, ducting and installing
almost 14,000 kilometres of fibre

New fibreoptic cables light the way for recycling in the sea

For Australians, 99% of our digital communications travel via a network of subsea
cables that crisscross the ocean floor. But what

© 2026 ZITHA TECH SPECIALTY CABLES (Pty) Ltd - All rights reserved



Page 3/8

Telstra Intercity Fibre Network (Aura Network): Sydney

We''re stitching together the digital fabric of Australia''s connectivity for generations
to come.

SUBCO reveals first Australia-US direct undersea cable to go live late ...

SUBCO will build a new undersea fibre cable linking Australia directly to the US within
two years to meet an expected

National Network

The AARNet national network consists of thousands of kilometres of fibre optic cable,
connecting major cities and regions around

Suspicious Subsea Cable Breaks Prompt Calls for Investigation in

Over the weekend, a UAE-managed product tanker opted to navigate in an unusual
racetrack pattern over a charted

Southern Cross Achieves World''s First 1 Tb/s Transmission across the ...

Southern Cross Cable Limited (“Southern Cross”) provides fast, direct, and secure
international bandwidth from

820 Australian Fibre NBN Rollout Maps

The Fibre NBN is being rolled out across Australia. See over 820 detailed regional
maps of where Fibre NBN is planned, currently

820 Australian Fibre NBN Rollout Maps

The Fibre NBN is being rolled out across Australia. See over 820 detailed regional
maps of where Fibre

Our intercity fibre network is coming: here''s what it does

Building a true next-generation fibre network for the future Telstra InfraCo already
has the largest fibre and duct

National Network

The AARNet national network consists of thousands of kilometres of fibre optic cable,
connecting major cities and regions around

Fibre Optic Cables and Cabling Solutions

Why FS Fiber Optic Cables We are committed to providing high-performing fiber optic
cables through professional and reliable

Top Fiber Optic Cable Manufacturers in Australia
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Fiber Broadband specializes in providing high-speed fiber optic connectivity solutions,
offering speeds ranging from 100Mbps to

Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) explained | nbn

All types of nbn® network connections that utilise a physical line running to the
premises are considered Fixed Line connections. A

Home

Be the first to know about our latest fibre optic products, special promotions and
industry insights. Join our

National Broadband Network

The Rudd government announced it would bypass the existing copper network by
constructing a new

Custom Fibre Optic Cables | 2–144 Core, Pre-Terminated

Custom lengths with local Australian termination. 2–144 core options with Corning
optical fibre, pre

Humboldt route to connect Chile, French Polynesia, and Australia ...

A direct fiber optic network link between South America and the Asia-Pacific region
has been an ambition of the

Subsea Fibre Optic cable between Australia & the U.S.A

The subsea cables are extremely important for Australia''s digital network, with 99
per cent of digital content coming

AFL

AFL offers fiber optic cable, fiber optic connectivity, connectors, fusion splicers, test
and inspection equipment.

Submarine Cable FAQs

Submarine Cable 101 How many cables are there? As of 2026, we track more than
600 active and planned submarine cables. The

Where is my FTTN nbn node? | FindMyRates

FTTN is a fixed-line connection. The ISP uses fiber optic cables to connect to the node
in your neighborhood, and from there, it uses

The Three NBN Technologies
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The Three NBN Technologies Overview To connect every house, school, hospital and
business in Australia to the high-speed

Vocus invests $344M in Sydney-Melbourne ducted fiber cable

Vocus'' new Sydney-Melbourne route, which is designed to carry 3,456 fiber pairs, is
expected to be operational in 2029.

Fibre Optic Cables Archives

A fibre optic cable is a high-capacity transmission medium consisting of thin strands
of glass or plastic (fibres) that transmit data as

nbn Fibre TV Technical Information | nbn

Technical information on preparing for nbn® Fibre TV How nbn Fibre TV works nbn
carry the TV services as an optical frequency

Fibre Optic Cable Australia | OFC Optical Fibre Cable

Experience lightning-fast data with fibre optic cables. Explore RS Australia''s range of
multi-mode fibre and single mode fibre optic

Fibre Optic Cable and Accessories

4Cabling is a Leading Supplier of Multimode and Singlemode Fiber Optic Cables, Fibre
Patch Leads and Fibre Optic Patch Panels

820 Australian Fibre NBN Rollout Maps

The Fibre NBN is being rolled out across Australia. See over 820 detailed regional
maps of where Fibre

Our intercity fibre network is coming: here''s what it does

Building a true next-generation fibre network for the future Telstra InfraCo already
has the largest fibre and duct

National Network

The AARNet national network consists of thousands of kilometres of fibre optic cable,
connecting major cities and regions around

Fibre Optic Cables and Cabling Solutions

Why FS Fiber Optic Cables We are committed to providing high-performing fiber optic
cables through professional and reliable

Top Fiber Optic Cable Manufacturers in Australia
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Fiber Broadband specializes in providing high-speed fiber optic connectivity solutions,
offering speeds ranging from 100Mbps to

Fibre to the Premises (FTTP) explained | nbn

All types of nbn® network connections that utilise a physical line running to the
premises are considered Fixed Line connections. A

Pacific Fibre

Pacific Fibre The Pacific Fibre cable is a new 12,750km (7,920 miles) trans-pacific
subsea fiber optic cable linking Australia, New

More than three million Australians now eligible for full-fibre NBN ...

More than three million Australians now eligible for full-fibre NBN upgrades An
additional 400,000 homes and

Fibre Optic Supplier Australia | Anderson Corporation

Trusted fibre optic supplier in Australia since 1988. Anderson Corporation provides
cables, SFPs, test equipment & connectivity

Google to build first subsea fiber-optic cable connecting Africa with ...

Google is set to build Umoja, the first subsea fibre optic cable connecting the
continents of Africa and Australia.

Home

Be the first to know about our latest fibre optic products, special promotions and
industry insights. Join our community to receive

National Broadband Network

The Rudd government announced it would bypass the existing copper network by
constructing a new national network combining

Custom Fibre Optic Cables | 2–144 Core, Pre-Terminated

Custom lengths with local Australian termination. 2–144 core options with Corning
optical fibre, pre-terminated or unterminated.

Humboldt route to connect Chile, French Polynesia, and Australia ...

A direct fiber optic network link between South America and the Asia-Pacific region
has been an ambition of the

Australia''s fibre backbone race picks up speed
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cables that crisscross the ocean floor. But what
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SUBCO reveals first Australia-US direct undersea cable to go live late ...

SUBCO will build a new undersea fibre cable linking Australia directly to the US within
two years to meet an expected
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maps of where Fibre NBN is planned, currently
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://zithatech.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://zithatech.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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