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How long is the lifespan of a core switch

Overview
How often do you replace core networking Equipment?

Recently we replaced 90% of all switches in one go because we needed added
functionality, however I susp.

Key Takeaways
Core switches typically have a lifespan of 5–10 years, with industrial-grade models
lasting up to 15 years under optimal conditions.Typical Lifespan

Enterprise core switches generally last 5–7 years based on Mean Time Between
Failures (MTBF), though many organizations keep them operational for 10 years or
more with proper maintenance and support . Industrial or ruggedized switches,
designed for harsh environments, can last 10–15 years due to features like extended
temperature tolerance, vibration resistance, and sealed enclosures . Consumer-grade
switches, by contrast, usually last 3–5 years, but these are not typically used as core
switches .

Factors Affecting Lifespan
• Usage and Workload: Heavy traffic and high data throughput accelerate wear,
potentially shortening the switch's operational life .

• Environmental Conditions: Exposure to heat, humidity, dust, or poor ventilation can
degrade components faster .

• Maintenance and Support: Regular firmware updates, monitoring, and timely
replacement of failing modules extend lifespan .
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• Vendor Support and End-of-Life (EOL): Once a switch reaches EOL or End of Service
Life (EOSL), it no longer receives updates or support, which often triggers
replacement even if the hardware is still functional .
Replacement Considerations

Organizations often replace core switches not solely due to failure but because of
performance requirements, security updates, or the end of vendor support . Many IT
teams plan for replacement around 8–10 years, balancing operational reliability with
budget constraints . In some cases, switches can continue running beyond official
support if spare parts and third-party maintenance are available, but this carries
increased risk .

Summary

A core switch is a critical backbone device in enterprise networks, and its lifespan
depends on type, usage, environment, and support. While the average operational
life is 5–7 years, careful maintenance and industrial-grade design can extend this to
10–15 years. Planning for replacement around the EOL or EOSL ensures network
reliability, security, and performance .
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While the simple answer is “between 3 to 10 years,” that''s just scratching the
surface. The true lifespan of a network
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The Cisco C4500 core switches I put in my ex-company exactly 16 years ago is still
running smoothly without any hardware failure
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Networking Switches Lifespan I am curious how others feel on this situation. We have
~20 switches hitting

When Should You Replace Your Cisco Switches? | GreenTek Solutions

Find out when it''s time to replace your Cisco switches and get expert advice from
GreenTek Solutions on how to choose the right

Network Gear End of Life

Network gear support lifecycles depends entirely on the vendor and product. Cisco
enterprise gear has a very long
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What is the Life Expectancy of a Network Switch? The lifespan of a network switch
depends on a bunch of factors, like
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Deploying Cisco switches without grasping their life cycle is like driving
blindfolded—you''ll crash eventually. After ten years drafting
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Understanding the Lifecycle of Network Hardware The lifespan of a particular piece of
hardware can vary greatly

How often do you replace core networking Equipment?

Recently we replaced 90% of all switches in one go because we needed added
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The answer depends on several factors, including the quality of the switch, how it is
used, the environment where it
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Core and distribution switches with chassis-based modular designs typically run 7 to
10 years, with some platforms
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While the simple answer is “between 3 to 10 years,” that''s just scratching the
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physical hardware can easily endure
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Several factors can dramatically impact how long your network switch will reliably
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://zithatech.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://zithatech.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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