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Install electrical distribution box in the
stairwell

Overview
Section 240.24 (F) prohibits overcurrent protective devices from being
installed/located over the steps of a stairway.

Key Takeaways
Placing an electrical distribution box directly over stair steps is prohibited, but
installation on a stair landing may be allowed if code-required clearances and working
space are maintained.NEC Compliance and Safety Considerations

According to the National Electrical Code (NEC), overcurrent protective devices such
as panelboards cannot be installed over the steps of a stairway (NEC 240.24(F)), .
This is to prevent hazards when accessing the panel and to ensure safe egress.
However, a panelboard can be installed on a stair landing if the landing provides
sufficient working space: a minimum of 2 feet 6 inches wide by 3 feet deep, with at
least 6 feet 6 inches of headroom in front of the panel, and the panel door must
swing open to 90 degrees .

Exit Enclosure Restrictions
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If the stairwell is part of an exit enclosure (required for egress), the NEC and NFPA
101 restrict the installation of electrical equipment and wiring to only what is
essential for the stairway, such as emergency lighting, fire department
communication systems, or ventilation equipment . Non-essential panels or conduits
are generally not permitted in these areas, and local authorities having jurisdiction
(AHJ) may enforce stricter rules .

Practical Considerations
• Headroom and access: Equipment under stairs may be limited due to headroom
requirements, and the working space in front of the panel must remain unobstructed
.

• Fire safety: Any wall penetrations for wiring must be properly fire-stopped,
especially in fire-rated walls or partitions, to prevent the spread of fire .

• Existing installations: Panels installed under stairs before current code adoption
may be grandfathered, but upgrades or new installations are typically not allowed in
the same location .
Summary

While it is not allowed to place a distribution box directly over stair steps, installation
on a stair landing is possible if all NEC working space and clearance requirements are
met. For stairwells that serve as exit enclosures, only essential wiring and equipment
are permitted, and local building codes or AHJ requirements may further restrict
placement. Always consult the NEC, NFPA 101, and your local building authority
before proceeding.

Article Content

Panelboard on Stairs, Wireway Clearance and More

Section 240.24 (F) prohibits overcurrent protective devices from being
installed/located over the steps of a stairway. As

The installation requirements for the distribution box

The violation is NEC 240.24 (F), overcurrent devices shall not be located over the
steps of a stairway. If you cannot get

Panel in stairwell | Information by Electrical Professionals for ...

As far as the code is concerned would it be legal to install an electric service panel in
a stairwell? This came up today

Staircase Electric Setup From Start to Finish | Zero Mistakes Method

Welcome to Mik & Sons Construction! In this video, we show you a professional

© 2026 ZITHA TECH SPECIALTY CABLES (Pty) Ltd - All rights reserved



Page 3/8

Electrical Panel Location and Installation: Clearance, Bathrooms ...

Get FREE estimates from licensed electricians in your area today. Whether you need
to replace an outlet, hang a

Electrical Panel Locations

In summary, electrical panels can be located anywhere other than in bathrooms,
clothes closets, above steps of a

How to Install a Distribution Box—A Comprehensive Instruction

First of all, you need to have a simple understanding of the definition of a distribution
box, and make it clear which

How to Install an Electrical Box | Step by Step Guide

In this step-by-step tutorial, we''ll cover: Tools you need. Learn how to properly install
an

Installing a distribution box on the staircase

"Getting your distribution box installation right isn"t just about passing inspection -
it"s about sleeping soundly knowing you"ve

Distribution Box Installation: A Complete Guide to Safe and Efficient ...

The distribution box, often referred to as a breaker box, fuse box, or electrical panel,
is a critical component of any electrical system.

How to Install a Distribution Box—A Comprehensive

Whether you are an electrical contractor or a construction brigade, knowing how to
properly

Distribution Box Installation: Advanced Techniques

The installation of a distribution box is explored in detail, highlighting advanced

Minecraft Wiki

Minecraft is a 3D sandbox game developed by Mojang Studios where players interact
with a fully modifiable three-dimensional

How to Wire a Home Distribution Box

Welcome to our channel! In this video, we''ll walk you through the process of wiring a

Atlanta Stairwell Panel Box Code Violations You Should Know

© 2026 ZITHA TECH SPECIALTY CABLES (Pty) Ltd - All rights reserved



Page 4/8

Code Violations: Electrical Panel Boxes in Stairwells – What Atlanta Residents Should
Know If you''re a homeowner, landlord, or

Top Content on LinkedIn

Explore top LinkedIn content from members on a range of professional topics.

Conduit in stairwells

Items (b) and (c) address electrical installations. “ (b) Electrical conduit serving the
exit enclosure. (c) Pathways for

Onesto Africa | Electrical Supplies, Electrical Distributor, Electrical ...

Onesto Africa, a veteran electrical product manufacturer, is dedicated to delivering
quality-assured products tailored for power

Reddit

We would like to show you a description here but the site won''t allow us.

How to Install Electrical Distribution Board Perfectly

A electrical distribution board (or panel board) is a component of an electricity supply
system which divides an

Step-by-Step Guide to Install MCB Distribution Box

How to Install an MCB Distribution Box Safely: A Step-by-Step Guide Electricity safety
is the backbone of operational efficiency in

Staircase Electric Setup From Start to Finish | Zero Mistakes Method

In this video, we show you a professional staircase electric piping and wiring setup
with

2020 NEC, Section 300.25: Wiring Located in Exit Enclosures

This section regulates wiring located in Vertical Exit Enclosures, also known as stair
towers. The new 2020 NEC

Setting BOX NEWEL Posts | Layout & Installation TRICKS!!!

Box newel posts are fast and easy to install. In this video we go over some of the best

Stock Photos, Images, Videos & AI Editing Tools | Adobe Stock

Millions of royalty-free images, videos, and vectors — plus AI tools to edit before you
license. Search, transform, and download from

Hanging Drywall and Installing Some Electrical in my Basement Stairwell
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In this video, I install the drywall, continue the wiring, electrical boxes and add my
Halo light to the ceiling.

New location for main panel

I''ve been reviewing NEC 2008 – particularly NEC 110.26 – Spaces About Electrical
Equipment, and it appears to me

Requirements And Specifications For Installation Of Distribution Boxes ...

In flammable and explosive environments, explosion-proof distribution boxes should
be selected and explosion-proof

How to Install an Electrical Box | Step by Step Guide

Learn how to properly install an electrical box safely and efficiently. In this step-by-
step tutorial, we''ll cover: Tools you

Distribution Box Installation: A Complete Guide to Safe and Efficient ...

The distribution box, often referred to as a breaker box, fuse box, or electrical panel,
is a critical component of any electrical system.

How to Install a Distribution Box—A Comprehensive

Whether you are an electrical contractor or a construction brigade, knowing how to
properly

Distribution Box Installation: Advanced Techniques

The installation of a distribution box is explored in detail, highlighting advanced

Minecraft Wiki

Minecraft is a 3D sandbox game developed by Mojang Studios where players interact
with a fully modifiable three-dimensional

How to Wire a Home Distribution Box

Welcome to our channel! In this video, we''ll walk you through the process of wiring a

Atlanta Stairwell Panel Box Code Violations You Should Know

Code Violations: Electrical Panel Boxes in Stairwells – What Atlanta Residents Should
Know If you''re a homeowner, landlord, or

How to Wire a Home Distribution Box

The above mentioned electrical wiring accessories and protective devices are used to
control and distribute electric supply (safely to
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Tips for Electrical Box Installation

Installing the electrical wall boxes is necessary for switches and receptacle outlets.
Follow

Electrical Room in Stairwell

An electrical room which does not have rated walls separating it from the main body
of the stairwell would be a

Top Content on LinkedIn

Explore top LinkedIn content from members on a range of professional topics.

Conduit in stairwells

Items (b) and (c) address electrical installations. “ (b) Electrical conduit serving the
exit enclosure. (c) Pathways for

Onesto Africa | Electrical Supplies, Electrical Distributor, Electrical ...

Onesto Africa, a veteran electrical product manufacturer, is dedicated to delivering
quality-assured products tailored for power

Reddit

We would like to show you a description here but the site won''t allow us.

Panelboard on Stairs, Wireway Clearance and More

Section 240.24 (F) prohibits overcurrent protective devices from being
installed/located over the steps of a stairway. As

The installation requirements for the distribution box

The violation is NEC 240.24 (F), overcurrent devices shall not be located over the
steps of a stairway. If you cannot get

Panel in stairwell | Information by Electrical Professionals for ...

As far as the code is concerned would it be legal to install an electric service panel in
a stairwell? This came up today

Staircase Electric Setup From Start to Finish | Zero Mistakes Method

Welcome to Mik & Sons Construction! In this video, we show you a professional

Electrical Panel Location and Installation: Clearance, Bathrooms ...

Get FREE estimates from licensed electricians in your area today. Whether you need
to replace an outlet, hang a
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Electrical Panel Locations

In summary, electrical panels can be located anywhere other than in bathrooms,
clothes closets, above steps of a

How to Install a Distribution Box—A Comprehensive Instruction

First of all, you need to have a simple understanding of the definition of a distribution
box, and make it clear which

How to Install an Electrical Box | Step by Step Guide

In this step-by-step tutorial, we''ll cover: Tools you need. Learn how to properly install
an

Installing a distribution box on the staircase

"Getting your distribution box installation right isn"t just about passing inspection -
it"s about sleeping soundly knowing you"ve

Panelboard on Stairs, Wireway Clearance and More

Section 240.24 (F) prohibits overcurrent protective devices from being
installed/located over the steps of a stairway. As

The installation requirements for the distribution box

The violation is NEC 240.24 (F), overcurrent devices shall not be located over the
steps of a stairway. If you cannot get

Panel in stairwell | Information by Electrical Professionals for ...

As far as the code is concerned would it be legal to install an electric service panel in
a stairwell? This came up today

Staircase Electric Setup From Start to Finish | Zero Mistakes Method

Welcome to Mik & Sons Construction! In this video, we show you a professional

Electrical Panel Location and Installation: Clearance, Bathrooms ...

Get FREE estimates from licensed electricians in your area today. Whether you need
to replace an outlet, hang a

Electrical Panel Locations

In summary, electrical panels can be located anywhere other than in bathrooms,
clothes closets, above steps of a

How to Install a Distribution Box—A Comprehensive Instruction
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First of all, you need to have a simple understanding of the definition of a distribution
box, and make it clear which

How to Install an Electrical Box | Step by Step Guide

In this step-by-step tutorial, we''ll cover: Tools you need. Learn how to properly install
an

Installing a distribution box on the staircase

"Getting your distribution box installation right isn"t just about passing inspection -
it"s about sleeping soundly knowing you"ve

Related Video Reference

This video was associated with the source search result. Verify technical details
against current product documentation and project requirements.

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://zithatech.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://zithatech.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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