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Where to lay the pigtail

Overview

Mastering the Percutaneous Pigtail Thoracostomy Pigtail catheters are successfully
used for the management of air or fluid in the pleural Pigtail Wire Inst.

Key Takeaways

Pigtail catheters are typically placed in the 4th to 5th intercostal space along the mid-
to anterior-axillary line, using a percutaneous Seldinger technique to safely drain air
or fluid from the pleural space.Indications

Pigtail catheters are used for drainage of pneumothorax, hemothorax, pleural
effusions, and for pleurodesis in select cases. They are preferred over large-bore
chest tubes in stable patients due to less pain, lower risk of hemorrhage, and shorter
hospital stays .

Anatomical Landmarks
» Safety triangle: bordered by the lateral edge of the pectoralis major, lateral edge of
the latissimus dorsi, and a line along the 5th intercostal space at the nipple level .

* Optimal insertion site: often the 4th to 5th intercostal space along the mid- to
anterior-axillary line, where the chest wall is thinnest and easier to access .

* Alternative site: anterior approach in the 2nd intercostal space, mid-clavicular line,
may be used in certain pneumothorax cases .

Technique

* Patient positioning: Supine with the arm abducted or overhead to expose the later.
chest wall .
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* Sterile preparation: Use full sterile precautions including mask, gown, gloves, and
draping .

* Local anesthesia: Administer incrementally over the superior aspect of the rib to
avoid the neurovascular bundle running along the inferior rib margin .

* Needle insertion: Enter slightly above the rib below, advance in small increments,
aspirate to confirm pleural entry, and inject additional local anesthesia between the
internal and innermost intercostal muscles .

» Catheter placement: Use the Seldinger technique—insert a guidewire through the
needle, dilate the tract, and advance the pigtail catheter over the wire into the
pleural space .

* Confirmation: Ensure proper placement via aspiration of air or fluid and imaging
(chest X-ray or ultrasound) to confirm position and lung re-expansion .
Complications

Potential complications include:
* Tube malposition or blockage
* Re-expansion pulmonary edema
* Nerve, vascular, or lung injury

* Subcutaneous emphysema or infection
Advantages
* Less invasive and painful than large-bore chest tubes

* Reduced risk of bleeding, especially in anticoagulated patients
* Shorter procedure time and hospital stay

 Effective for non-clotted, non-viscous pleural fluid and simple pneumothoraces
Proper technique, careful landmark identification, and incremental anesthesia are key
to minimizing complications and ensuring effective drainage.

© 2026 ZITHA TECH SPECIALTY CABLES (Pty) Ltd - All rights reserved



Page 3/10

Article Content
Mastering the Percutaneous Pigtail Thoracostomy

Pigtail catheters are successfully used for the management of air or fluid in the
pleural

Pigtail Wire Installation Made Easy: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners

Whether adding an outlet, replacing a switch, or troubleshooting your electricity,
pigtails can cut down the struggle.

Learn how to properly install a pigtail connector in just a few easy ...

Learn how to properly install a pigtail connector in just a few easy steps. No
description has been added to this video.

The Ultimate Handbook for Selecting and Installing
Discover how to choose and install pigtail connectors for safe, reliable, and organized
How to Properly Pigtail Outlets for Safety

In a pigtail setup, the main circuit wires are joined securely with a twist-on wire
connector (wire nut). This creates a

An Easy-to-Follow Wiring Diagram for Trailer Pigtails

Find the wiring diagram for the trailer pigtail and learn how to properly connect the
electrical components

Pigtail for an Outlet

A pigtail connection is a safe way to make sure multiple wires stay connected to a
screw

wiring pigtails

We provide a detailed guide on wiring pigtails, covering application, advantages, and
installation tips. Enhance electronics

How to Make Pigtail Electrical Wire Connections

Loop the bare wire at one end of the pigtail around the device's screw terminal in a
clockwise direction using needle

Pigtail cord adapter rentals Santa Fe Springs CA | Where to rent ...

Looking for pigtail cord adapter rentals in Santa Fe Springs CA? Browse our extensive
online rental catalog or call us now about our
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Top 14 Popular Pigtail Hairstyles - Cynosure Hair

14 Pigtail Hairstyles You Must Try 1. High Pigtails with Bangs Start your morning with
a

What Is a Pigtail Connector and How Do You Install It?

Learn what a pigtail connector is, compare automotive, electrical, fiber, and coaxial
types,

How to Pigtail a Ground Wire: A Step-by-Step Guide

Learn how to pigtail a ground wire with this easy-to-follow guide. Step-by-step
instructions and photos will help you get the job done

Pigtails tutorial with long straight hair and scissor play

Pigtails tutorial with long straight hair and scissor play this highly requested video
I"m

wiring pigtails

We provide a detailed guide on wiring pigtails, covering application, advantages, and
installation tips. Enhance electronics

What Is a Pigtail Wire and When Do You Need One?

A pigtail wire is a short segment of electrical conductor used to make a secure and
organized connection within an electrical box.

23 Pigtails for a Playful and Polished Look: Charm in Twos
Are pigtails overrated? Challenge that notion as we delve into the world of
Understanding Ground Pigtails: Types, Applications & Safety Tips for

Understanding Ground Pigtails Ground pigtails are short lengths of wire used to
connect multiple ground wires

Pigtail Catheter Placement for Traumatic Pneumothorax

In this video we demonstrate how to insert a pigtail catheter into the left chest of a
patient with a traumatic

Electrical Pigtail: 6 Steps Wiring Guide for Safe Connections

Learn how to create an electrical pigtail for safe and secure wiring connections.
Follow our step-by-step guide and essential tools list.

Electrical Pigtails
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Q. When does the electrical code require pigtails for connecting devices in residential
wiring?A. Ben Giles, licensed

Mastering the Percutaneous Pigtail Thoracostomy Catheter

Catheter-based thoracostomy using “pigtail catheters” has become a ubiquitous
procedure for the management of

Pigtail Wire Installation Made Easy: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners

Before we move towards the installation phase, those new to this term, ""Pigtail
Wire', must be introduced to pigtail

Electrical Pigtails
Q. When does the electrical code require pigtails for connecting devices in residential
Mastering the Percutaneous Pigtail Thoracostomy

Catheter-based thoracostomy using “pigtail catheters” has become a ubiquitous
procedure

Pigtail Wire Installation Made Easy: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners

Before we move towards the installation phase, those new to this term, "Pigtail
Wire'", must be introduced to pigtail

Outlet Pigtail Wiring: Purpose, Code Requirements & Safety Benefits

Learn what outlet pigtail wiring is, why electricians use it for safety and code
compliance, and when the NEC requires

pigtails electrical connection

Understand the importance of pigtails electrical connection in electronics. Follow our
step-by-step guide to ensure efficient and safe

11 Fun & Easy Pigtail Hairstyles To Copy | Who What

From short, curly pigtail buns to long, braided pigtail plaits—discover our favourite
pigtail
Pigtail and Grounding Question. : r/AskElectricians

Pigtail and Grounding Question. Greetings AE. You''ve been super helpful in the past
so | grovel before you once again! | went to

What Is a Pigtail Connector: Types, Uses, and Selection Tips

What Is A Pigtail Connector? A pigtail connector is a cable assembly that terminates
with a connector on one end and a bare wire on
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What Is a Pigtail on a Car and When Do They Fail?

Pigtails frequently fail because their location demands they absorb the brunt of
environmental and operational

Grounding Pigtails Wire Connectors at Lowes

Find Grounding Pigtails wire connectors at Lowe'"'s today. Shop wire connectors and a
variety of electrical products online at

What Is a Pigtail Connector? Types and Applications | CZT

What Is a Pigtail Connector? Types and Applications Learn what a pigtail connector is,
explore electrical and fiber

Effortless Pigtails Hairstyle Tutorial: Step-by-Step Guide

Learn how to create the perfect pigtails hairstyle with our easy, step-by-step tutorial.
Discover tips and tricks for

30 Every Day Pigtails Hairstyle Ideas

Discover 30 everyday pigtail hairstyle ideas to add a fun, stylish touch to your daily
look. From classic to modern

Top 14 Popular Pigtail Hairstyles - Cynosure Hair

14 Pigtail Hairstyles You Must Try 1. High Pigtails with Bangs Start your morning with
a

What Is a Pigtail Connector and How Do You Install It?

Learn what a pigtail connector is, compare automotive, electrical, fiber, and coaxial
types,

How to Pigtail a Ground Wire: A Step-by-Step Guide

Learn how to pigtail a ground wire with this easy-to-follow guide. Step-by-step
instructions and photos will help you get the job done

Pigtails tutorial with long straight hair and scissor play

Pigtails tutorial with long straight hair and scissor play this highly requested video
I"m

wiring pigtails

We provide a detailed guide on wiring pigtails, covering application, advantages, and
installation tips. Enhance electronics

What Is a Pigtail Wire and When Do You Need One?
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A pigtail wire is a short segment of electrical conductor used to make a secure and
organized connection within an electrical box.

23 Pigtails for a Playful and Polished Look: Charm in Twos
Are pigtails overrated? Challenge that notion as we delve into the world of
Understanding Ground Pigtails: Types, Applications & Safety Tips for

Understanding Ground Pigtails Ground pigtails are short lengths of wire used to
connect multiple ground wires

Pigtail Catheter Placement for Traumatic Pneumothorax

In this video we demonstrate how to insert a pigtail catheter into the left chest of a
patient with a traumatic

Electrical Pigtail: 6 Steps Wiring Guide for Safe Connections

Learn how to create an electrical pigtail for safe and secure wiring connections.
Follow our step-by-step guide and essential tools list.

Electrical Pigtails

Q. When does the electrical code require pigtails for connecting devices in residential
wiring?A. Ben Giles, licensed

Mastering the Percutaneous Pigtail Thoracostomy Catheter

Catheter-based thoracostomy using “pigtail catheters” has become a ubiquitous
procedure for the management of

Pigtail Wire Installation Made Easy: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners

Before we move towards the installation phase, those new to this term, "Pigtail
Wire", must be introduced to pigtail

Mastering the Percutaneous Pigtail Thoracostomy

Pigtail catheters are successfully used for the management of air or fluid in the
pleural

Pigtail Wire Installation Made Easy: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners

Whether adding an outlet, replacing a switch, or troubleshooting your electricity,
pigtails can cut down the struggle.

Learn how to properly install a pigtail connector in just a few easy ...

Learn how to properly install a pigtail connector in just a few easy steps. No
description has been added to this video.
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The Ultimate Handbook for Selecting and Installing
Discover how to choose and install pigtail connectors for safe, reliable, and organized
How to Properly Pigtail Outlets for Safety

In a pigtail setup, the main circuit wires are joined securely with a twist-on wire
connector (wire nut). This creates a

An Easy-to-Follow Wiring Diagram for Trailer Pigtails

Find the wiring diagram for the trailer pigtail and learn how to properly connect the
electrical components

Pigtail for an Outlet

A pigtail connection is a safe way to make sure multiple wires stay connected to a
screw

wiring pigtails

We provide a detailed guide on wiring pigtails, covering application, advantages, and
installation tips. Enhance electronics

How to Make Pigtail Electrical Wire Connections

Loop the bare wire at one end of the pigtail around the device's screw terminal in a
clockwise direction using needle

Pigtail cord adapter rentals Santa Fe Springs CA | Where to rent ...

Looking for pigtail cord adapter rentals in Santa Fe Springs CA? Browse our extensive
online rental catalog or call us now about our

Mastering the Percutaneous Pigtail Thoracostomy

Pigtail catheters are successfully used for the management of air or fluid in the
pleural

Pigtail Wire Installation Made Easy: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners

Whether adding an outlet, replacing a switch, or troubleshooting your electricity,
pigtails can cut down the struggle.

Learn how to properly install a pigtail connector in just a few easy ...

Learn how to properly install a pigtail connector in just a few easy steps. No
description has been added to this video.

The Ultimate Handbook for Selecting and Installing
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Discover how to choose and install pigtail connectors for safe, reliable, and organized
How to Properly Pigtail Outlets for Safety

In a pigtail setup, the main circuit wires are joined securely with a twist-on wire
connector (wire nut). This creates a

An Easy-to-Follow Wiring Diagram for Trailer Pigtails

Find the wiring diagram for the trailer pigtail and learn how to properly connect the
electrical components

Pigtail for an Outlet

A pigtail connection is a safe way to make sure multiple wires stay connected to a
screw

wiring pigtails

We provide a detailed guide on wiring pigtails, covering application, advantages, and
installation tips. Enhance electronics

How to Make Pigtail Electrical Wire Connections

Loop the bare wire at one end of the pigtail around the device's screw terminal in a
clockwise direction using needle

Pigtail cord adapter rentals Santa Fe Springs CA | Where to rent ...

Looking for pigtail cord adapter rentals in Santa Fe Springs CA? Browse our extensive
online rental catalog or call us now about our

Related Video Reference

This video was associated with the source search result. Verify technical details
against current product documentation and project requirements.
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://zithatech.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://zithatech.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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