
Page 1/8ZITHA TECH SPECIALTY CABLES (Pty) Ltd

Where to plug the fiber optic cable into
the router

Overview
How to Connect Fiber Optic Cable to Router: A Step-by However, setting up a fiber
optic connection to your router can seem daunting if you're How to Connec.

Key Takeaways
Fiber optic cables usually plug into an Optical Network Terminal (ONT), which then
connects to your router via the WAN/Ethernet port, unless your router has a
dedicated fiber input.Step-by-Step Connection
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1. Identify the fiber entry point: The fiber optic line from your ISP enters your home
through a wall outlet. This is where the fiber cable begins its path to your network . 2.
Connect to the ONT: Most home setups require an Optical Network Terminal (ONT),
provided by your ISP. The fiber cable plugs into the ONT's optical port, which converts
the light signal into an electrical signal your router can use . Handle the fiber
connector carefully, avoiding dirt or bending the cable sharply. 3. Link the ONT to the
router: Use a high-quality Ethernet cable (Cat6a or higher) to connect the ONT's
Ethernet/LAN port to your router's WAN port. This port is often labeled “Internet” or
“WAN” and may be colored differently from LAN ports . 4. Power on devices: First,
plug in and power on the ONT. Wait for the status lights to stabilize, indicating a
successful connection to the ISP network. Then, power on your router and wait for its
indicator lights to confirm connectivity . 5. Optional direct fiber-ready routers: Some
routers have a dedicated SFP or PON port for direct fiber input. In this case, the fiber
cable can plug directly into the router, bypassing the ONT. Ensure your router
supports this type of connection before attempting . 6. Verify the connection: Check
your devices for internet access and, if needed, log into the router's admin panel to
enter ISP credentials or update firmware for optimal performance .

Precautions
• Always turn off the router before connecting the fiber cable.

• Avoid bending the fiber cable sharply; it can damage the delicate strands.

• Keep connectors clean and free from dust.

• Place the ONT and router in a dry, ventilated area near power outlets . By following
these steps, your fiber optic internet should be properly routed through the ONT to
your router, ensuring high-speed and stable connectivity.
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